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XIII World Forestry Congress – 18-23 October – Buenos Aires, Argentina
Session 6.2. Instruments for Forest Planning and Development
Date: Thursday 22 October 2009

Time: 15.00 – 16:30 hrs

Venue: Lapacho Room
Moderator: Jerker Thunberg, Manager, National Forest Programme Facility
Secretary: Ignacio Bustos, NFP Facility (Country Coach)
Background

National Forest Programmes (nfps), being one of the most important outcomes of the forest policy dialogue after the UNCED Summit in Rio 1992, are the first commonly agreed frameworks in pursuit of sustainable forest management applicable to all countries and all types of forests. More than 130 countries are now in some stage of planning or implementing their nfps. 
Support to nfps is strengthening forestry leadership in the country, by reaching out to many different stakeholders and stimulate their active participation in the government programmes, and by proving that the forestry sector is indeed a valid partner in the overall country sustainable development.
Thus, nfps help countries to reach the objective of sustainable management, conservation and development of forests by guiding and streamlining existing activities or programmes (in the forest sector and beyond) towards this goal. When the nfp principles are well applied, is an effective instrument for forest planning and development. An nfp is never a tangible programme in the sense of a master plan but a participatory consultation process with defined outputs, looking at the long-term. In the different phases, nfps provide room for learning and allow sharing the realities experienced to fine-tune the process. The active call for feedback from stakeholders makes nfp a dynamic process. 

Objective and Expected outcome

The objective of the Session is to discuss with the participants whether an nfp can be an effective instrument for forest planning, coordination and improving the forestry sector in general. 

The outcome of the session would be to provide the participants with some concrete lessons learned from regions and countries where nfps are being effectively used as a tool for forest planning and forest programme coordination.
Tentative programme
15:00 
Introduction to the session 
15:10 
Position Paper (Mr Jerker Thunberg): “National Forest Programmes as a platform for forest planning and sustainable development at national level”;
15:30
Voluntary Paper (Mr Gustavo Braier): “Efectos del sistema de subsidios forestales en cuencas de especies de rápido crecimiento”;
15:40 
Voluntary Paper (Mr Jorge Menéndez): “Plan forestal regional patagónico”;
15:50 
Voluntary Paper (Mr Yves Poss): “La Forêt française en 2050-2100, essai de prospective”;
16:00 
Voluntary Paper (Mr Victor Vidal): “Política Forestal: El paso de la retórica hacia estrategias de acciones tangibles”;
16:10 
Discussion panel with representatives from Asia, Central Asia, Africa and Latin America;
16:30 
End of session
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